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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MessacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or mute MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


Megiddo  ineans 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 


—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 
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Children’s “Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 
It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 
R8 pages 35 cents postpaid 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price .50 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters. with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 








Light on Board and Abroad 


Dear Brother, 

After much thought, I decided to visit 
Holland. I gathered books, Messages and 
Bible Lessons. I thought it would be helpful 
and from them I made notes about different 
subjects; more so of Jesus’ teachings and 
sayings, about not going to heaven after 
death; that there is a work to be done, a work 
that requires a lifetime and not a sick-bed, 
or eleventh-hour repentance as is so strongly 
believed. I wanted to tell about God’s plan 
for this earth and the people on it, of which 
they know so little; the few that are going to 
be saved instead of the multitude who throng 
the broad way as they think and in a much 
easier way and so on. 

For this there was much time on the 
boat as the sea was for the most part mod- 
erate, and seasickness did not trouble me. 

The captain had a place at our dinner 
table, thus I had an opportunity to hand 
him “Divine Radar.” I always had some pam- 
phlets in my coat pocket and left one here 
and there. 

I had translated “Christ the Hope of 
the World” into Dutch so some of the 
Hollanders could read it. It was all new to 
them and some were astonished to know that 
this earth would soon be a paradise, with 
Christ as King of kings, and the 144,000 His 
co-rulers. 

I told them that some day Christ shall 
come, and we shall be judged according to 
our works and not by what the minister has 
said. They agreed, but.... 

In Holland, I went from village to village 
and did much walking. The Bible Lessons 
helped me the most, with so many verses as 
proof which they could read in their own 
Bible. They have no Bible study and rely on 
what the minister tells them. 

Forty-eight years ago I left Holland not 
knowing any more about the Truth than they 
do. Now, 1960, I was able to go back, after I 
had learned the true and only way that leads 
to life, and spread the glad tidings of Truth 
to them. 

I thank the Lord for this opportunity. 

Morrisville, N. Y. F. G. 


A Schoolgirl Missionary 


Dear Sister, 

The children left for school as _ usual. 
Wynona got out some more pamphlets to take 
with her to school today, as she finds oppor- 
tunity to give them out every once in a while 
when someone asks her a question. 

She keeps them handy in her zip binder, 
or locker. We are very thankful that she 
takes such an interest in doing right. It 
takes plenty of courage to dare to be different 
and that is what we must have in this evil 
generation. 

May we each strive to keep our lamp 
burning brightly. 

Peoria, Ariz. 


Mrs. C. H. F. 
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A King Cleans House 


occurrence which took place in the city of Jerusalem 

about 725 B. C. in the days of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah. The youthful king had just ascended to the throne. 
His father, the wicked King Ahaz, had brought the nation 
to the brink of ruin by his apostasy and rebellion against 
the true God. Following the base example of their king, 
Ahaz, the people had taken to idol worship, a custom com- 
mon with the heathen nations about them. 

To bring Judah to their senses God had permitted the 
king of Syria, in company with Pekah, the king of Israel 
—the Ten Tribes, sometimes referred to as the Northern 
Kingdom, to invade them. Judah lost heavily in the battle. 

The account of the reign of this infamous king runs 
thus: ‘“‘Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: but he did not 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, like David 
his father: for he walked in the ways of the kings of 
Israel, and made also molten images for Baalim. More- 
over he burnt incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
and burnt his children in the fire, after the abominations 
of the heathen whom the Lord had cast out before the 
children of Israel. He sacrificed also and burnt incense in 
the high places, and on the hills, and under every green 
tree. Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the 
hand of the king of Syria; and they smote him, and 
carried away a great multitude of them captives, and 
brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with 
a great slaughter. For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in 
Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which 
were all valiant men; because they had forsaken the 
Lord God of their fathers.” 

“For the Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz king 
of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed 
sore against the Lord: ... And in the time of his distress 
did he trespass yet more against the Lord: this is that 
king Ahaz.... And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of 
the house of God, and shut up the doors of the house of the 
Lord, and he made him altars in every corner of Jerusa- 
lem. And in every several city of Judah he made high 
places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked to 
anger the Lord God of his fathers. .. And Ahaz slept with 
his fathers, ... and Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead” 
(II Chron. 28: 1—6, 19, 22—25, 27). But Hezekiah, 
seeing all his father’s transgressions, and their dire con- 
sequences, maintained a different spirit. We read of him 
in II Chronicles 29. 


The Good King Hezekiah 


The narrative begins: “Hezekiah began to reign when 
he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned nine 
and twenty years in Jerusalem. .. And he did that which 
was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
David his father had done. He in the first year of his 
reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord, and repaired them” (vs. 1—3). ; 

We can draw a vital lesson from the foregoing narra- 
tive of Ahaz’s wickedness. We marvel at his stupidity in 
forsaking the true and living God to worship dumb idols 


[ee MORNING our attention is directed to an 





which neither can see, hear, nor help. It causes us inward 
pain to think of a man being so inappreciative and irrev- 
erent as to dare take the vessels of worship from the 
house of God, and break them up, and then, at a time 
when the nation is in peril, to have the audacity to close 
the doors of the Lord’s house, put out the lamps, and 
terminate worship. 

At the same time it brings relief to read of the emer- 
gence of a leader like Hezekiah, a man who would have 
the courage and moral strength to defy the downward 
trend and take a stand for God and righteousness. Our 
heart goes out to Hezekiah, and we feel like backing him 
to the limit in his worthy enterprise. The spiritual lessons 
that we. could draw from either the good or bad aspects 
of this narrative would justify our study of it, but it 
typifies still another circumstance which the Bible fore- 
tells, and which history verifies, the development of a 
great power of darkness which according to Daniel and 
Revelation should last for 1260 years. During this time 
the doors of the house of God should be shut, the saints 
worn out, and the saving truth cast to the ground with 
all mankind turned from the truth to fables. Let us con- 
sider both of these aspects. 

We read in v. 5: “And (Hezekiah) said unto them, 
Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanc- 
tify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry 
forth the filthiness out of the holy place.” The order of 
Hezekiah’s command reveals the depth of his spiritual 
understanding. They first were to sanctify themselves— 
that is always the duty of first importance in the Chris- 
tian life, to sanctify oneself—then sanctify the house of 
God; in short, first “save thyself,” then “them that hear 
thee.” 

The holy place had become polluted with filth, and it 
had to be removed before the temple could be fit for 
worship, but to make themselves fit to be accepted as 
worshippers, they first had to apply themselves to the task 
of getting the filthiness of the flesh from their own lives. 
In the type they had to carry all the filthiness from within 
the physical house of God, and it now is for us to get all the 
filthiness away from ourselves. Paul said to the church 
at Corinth, “ye are God’s building.” We are His Church 
of the last days, and must become His workmanship, 
created in righteousness and true holiness. It was quite 
a work for the Levites to carry all the filthiness out of 
the house of God, showing that it will be a great work 
for us to get all the filthiness out of our own lives: the 
vice, the immorality, the pride, the selfishness, the worldli- 
ness. We have to keep working to get all the filthiness out. 

We read in v. 6: “For our fathers have trespassed, and 
done that which was evil in the sight of the Lord our God, 
and have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces 
from the habitation of the Lord, and turned their backs.” 
Their fathers had known God’s ways but had not kept 
them. It is one thing to know the saving truth, but that 
is only a part of the work, we must do as well as know. 


Temple Abandonment— 


“Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put 
out the lamps, and have not burned incense nor offered 
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burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Israel” 
(v. 7). That was a wicked thing indeed, to shut the doors 
and put out the lamps, but it has its counterpart, You 
see during the 1260 years, the dark ages when truth lay 
dead, all turned from truth to fables, they shut the door 
of God’s building. It was literal doors in the time of 
Hezekiah, but in the antitype it is figurative: the door of 
hope, the door of enlightenment, the door of salvation. In 
Acts 14: 27 Paul styles it “the door of faith.” “And when 
they were come, and had gathered the church together, 
they rehearsed all that God had done for them, and how 
he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” All 
during the 1260 years of the apostasy the door was closed, 
as God foresaw that no one would come in. That is the 
reason the doors were closed, not that He would not allow 
anyone to come in, but He foreknew that no one would 
come in. 

“And they put out the lamps.” What a shameful thing 
to put out the lamps—the Word of the Lord is the lamp 
(Ps. 119: 105)—but the power of Rome did just that 
when they wore out the saints, and cast the truth to the 
ground (Dan, 8:12). Today we have the lamp, but our 
greatest work is to keep that lamp burning. We keep our 
light burning only when we are doing God’s will (Matt. 
5:16), w fhen_ we are cleansing ourselv. es from all iniquity. 

We read in v. 10: “Now it is in mine heart to make a 
covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that his fierce 
wrath may turn away from us.” A covenant is an agree- 
ment between two parties. Before the saving truth could 
be completely re-discovered, the doors of the house fully 
opened, someone had to have it in his heart to keep all 
of God’s commandments. When we agree to serve God, 
and when we renew our covenant, we are saying that we 
are going to keep all the commandments of God. To be 
accepted we must be doers of the Word. “Not the hearers 
of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law 
shall be justified” (Rom. 2: 13). When the midnight cry 
sounded, and truth came to light again, someone had to 
make a covenant, an agreement, with the Lord God of our 
fathers. We were “without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:12). A dire condition indeed. 

In II Chron, 29:11, Hezekiah appealed to the Levites’ 
loyalty: “My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lord 
hath chosen you to stand before him, to serve him, and 
that ye should minister unto him, and burn incense.” And 
God appeals to our loyalty. It was literal incense that 
they burned in the type, but in the antitype it is figurative. 
Christ as our example gave Himself as “an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savor” (Eph. 5: 2), 
and we must offer ourselves. “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise,” says Ps. 51: 17. That is the incense we 
must cause to ascend to the mighty God of heaven. We do 
not burn literal incense, but it is this offering of ourselves 
that we must make to God. 


—And Restoration 


Verse 15 reads: “And they gathered their brethren, and 
sanctified themselves, and came, according to the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the Lord, to 
cleanse the house of the Lord. And the priests went into 
the inner part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it, 
and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in 
the temple of the Lord into the court of the house of the 


Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into 
the brook Kidron.” Oh, there had to be an outward 
cleansing, but that accomplished they now must go into 
the inner part to cleanse it. It is by hearing and learning 
the saving truth that our minds are cleansed from the 
false doctrines of men, and the fables of the religious 


world; but that is not enough. The inner cleansing signi- 


fies gettin our mind right with God. Oh, that_is some- 
thing to do, to get our mind right so that we will have 








no one oi earth but God, and are clean through and. 


through, in all the thought and meditation of our minds. 

You know Jesus told them in Matt. 23: 27, “Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, wom 
you have not. gone into the inner part of the come er 
is, this mind of ours, and cleansed it from evil thoughts,. 
evil d desires, evil designs; because you st till vie ield to temp- 
tation. 1. We have to go into the inner part of the house 
to cleanse it. That is our work_today. You might be 
cleansed as far as doctrine is concerned. We can pick 
up our Bible and read in it all that we believe. We have 
discarded the belief in a literal devil, in eternal torment, 
in original sin, in the atoning blood of Christ, all the false 
doctrines you could mention, but then we must go into 
the inner part of the house and cleanse it, as in Ps. 51:7 
(Moff.) ‘’Tis inward truth that thou desirest.” There 
has been a cleansing | outwardly, now we want to get clean 
in the inner part, in the deep recesses of the heart. 

“The priests went into the inner part of the house of 
the Lord, to cleanse it, and brought out all the unclean- 
ness that they found in the temple of the Lord. .. And the 
Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook 
Kidron.” It was destroyed. 


An Important Lesson 


Therein lies a deep spiritual lesson for us. Many are 
the housewives who are very particular to get their literal 
houses clean, who are diligent to get all the dirt outside 
so the house will be spotless. But few are so particular 
about the filth in their hearts. We had better get the dirt 
out of our doors, out into the road, out into the other 
man’s field, out of the world. 

There is always the danger of our being tempted to 
deposit the evils from our hearts close enough by that 
we can pick them up again if the separation proves too 
painful. 

Like the man in Jesus’ parable. When upon returning 
to the old abode from which he had escaped he found 
the place all swept and garnished, the change was too 
drastic. He could not resist the temptation to take with 
him other demons worse than himself, so that his latter 
state was worse than the first. If wise we will destroy 
every stronghold of the flesh, cut every tie that binds us 
to sin, we will get all the uncleanness purged from our 
hearts, and as a brother used to say, “bury it in the 
deepest part of the river.” 

Further on, in the 18th and 19th verses (II Chron. 
29) we read: “Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, 
and said, We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, and 
the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof, 
and the shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof. 
Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign 
did cast away in his transgression, have we prepared and 
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sanctified, and, behold, they are before the altar of the 
Lord.” 

They said, we have cleansed the house of the Lord, 
we have replaced the vessels that were broken, and every- 
thing is in order. “Then Hezekiah the king rose early, 
and gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the 
house of the Lord.” There was literal cleansing to typify 
something. “The things written aforetime were written 
for_ our. learning. “i “We _have_to cleanse the 2 _house, not 





our King will come. 

‘Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the 
rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the Lord. 
And they brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, and 
seven lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin offering for 
the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and for Judah.” You 
know, they had the house cleansed, now they have some- 
thing else to do. We must get our house clean. “We are 
God’s house. .. we are God’s building.” Now there is some- 
) thing else to be accomplished. 

The king was coming to inspect their work, That was 
literally true, Se aetites when we get the house 
clean, a King will arise to judge His ‘servants, and to 
cleanse the earth. ‘There will be no murderers, no kid- 
napers, then. There will be no thieves, no warmongers, 
or ruthless dictators. Christ is coming to clean up the earth 
from pole to pole. But in place of submitting when Christ 
comes and offers such terms of mercy, they will go out 
to make war against Him. We read in Rev. 19: 19, “And 
I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army.” 

Not only will Christ come, but He first will send Elijah 
the prophet as His forerunner to “turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers” (Mal. 4:5). The proclamation, will go 
forth, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come.” Christ has come to reign and to 
take dominion, but He will not oppress. “In righteous- 
‘ness he doth judge and make war” (Rev. 19:11). That 
proclamation, “Fear God and give glory to him for the 
hour of his judgment is come,” will be published over 
the entire earth, followed by His judgments. Then His 
mercy can flow out. 





The King’s Coming 


Christ comes conquering and to conquer, but in right- 
eousness. He has a pair of balances in His hand meting 
out justice, but what will the nations do? The beast—the 
Church of Rome—and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies go out to make war against Him. Then what will 
He do? “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.” 
4 new order of things will prevail when Jesus comes. 
White is emblematic of purity; horse represents strength. 
“T saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war.” He would 
not make war if the nations of earth would submit. But 
as soon as His proclamation goes forth, demanding that 
every nation on earth surrender their sovereignty, they 
will marshal their forces and go out to make war against 
Him. But their defeat is inevitable. Christ is destined to 
win, 

“Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it 





he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with 
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” He is going to 
use the unfaithful for His sword, as we learn from Ps. 
17:15, “Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down: 
deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword.” 
Answering to the “goat” which J Aaron presented alive, 
before the Lord, the unfaithful will be obliged to make 
an at-one-ment for the Lord by ridding the earth of the, 
discordant element. But while this at-one-ment or 
cleansing is by force, it is all done in righteousness, for 
the ultimate good of all. When the wicked are cut off then 
the righteous shall inherit the land. God’s mercy will 
extend to all who submit, He will not cut one such off. He 
says, “I will early destroy” all sinners out of the land, 
those who will not submit, all others will be spared, 








Our Responsibility 


But let us return to the thought of our personal | 
responsibility as Christians. Now there is something else 
to accomplish. We, have an at-one-ment to make. We now 
have to make an at-one-ment with God by dying ‘to sin. 
Right now there has to be a cleansing of those who will 
ultimately with Christ direct the work of cleaning the 
earth up. All these things were written for our instruc- 
tion. Psalm 149 is specific. After graphically describing 
Christ’s work of cleansing the earth of its accumulated 
evils, the Psalmist names Christ’s associates. “This honor 
have all his saints.” Not sinners, but saints. If we would 
share the honors of association with Christ when He 
cleans up the earth we must now cleanse ourselves. “They 
that_are with him are c¢: called, and chosen, an and faithful” 
(Rev. 19:14). 

Again the first part of Revelation 19 reveals the perfect 
quality of Christ’s associates, His “bride,” or “church.” 
“T heard a voice of much people in heaven, saying, 
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honor, and power, unto 
the Lord our God: for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments.” This identifies the time of which the Revelator 
is speaking, it is the time of God’s judgments. “For he 
hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth 
with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his 
servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And 
her smoke rose up for ever and ever. And a voice came out 
of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, 
and ye that fear him, both small and great.” 

Praise will ascend to the Lord. In that literal occurrence 
back under the type, they praised the Lord as they begun 
the cleansing of the land, so when Christ comes there will 
be great rejoicing among His associates. 

“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Oh, there is to be a cleansing during 
that forty years. The earth is to be cleaned up, and God’s 
new order set in motion. But_we have got to clean 
pert at tse. bones new, meat ourselves ready. The 
victory-song sung for the bride of Christ by the heavenly 
choir will be: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor 
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his | 


wife hath made herself_rea 
e wife represents all the faithful of this six thousand 


years. The wife must cleanse the inner part of the house. 
If we have any discord, and allow it to linger in our mind, 
we will never be a part of that wife. “And to her was 





(Continued on page 10) 
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Why are You Traveling? 


[‘ THE CALIFORNIA gold rush of 1849 wagon trains, 
being pushed Westward, were a common sight. While 
the lure of gold was unquestionably the impelling force 
behind most migrants, frequently the adventurer, the 
drifter, the irresponsible ne’er-do-well helped to swell 
the ranks. Instead of being a help to the train to which 
they were attached, those included in this class, often 
proved to be a hindrance, a nuisance. Not finding the 
thrills and excitement he sought, such a one often decided 
the hardships and hard work encountered toc big a price 
to pay for the returns, and turned back. There were no 
regrets felt by his companions. These hangers-on with no 
real goal in view, having nothing to lose, it was easy to 
“about face,” and leave the stout-hearted to continue 
pushing on. 

The thrill-seeker, the wanderer, felt no qualms or 
compunction about returning; he went along only for 
the ride, anyway. But what about us, who, as Christians, 
journey—not Westward, but Eastward—toward the 
Sun’s Rising? Have we weighed the cost, taken into con- 
sideration the hardships to be endured, the steeps to be 
climbed, the sacrifices to be made, and after serious 
deliberation, decided that the “gold’’ at the end of the 
journey is real, and that it will more than amply repay 
us for all our trouble? Are we a help, or a hindrance? Is 
our faith in the promises given contagious, that one only 
need be near us to be strengthened? Or do we dispense 
gloom and doubt wherever we go? Do we put our 
shoulder to the wheel at every opportunity, and not only 
say, “It can be done,” but “I will help do it’? Or are we 
an “It can’t be done-er” ? 

Let us ask ourselves thoughtfully, seriously: “Why am 
I traveling? Do I have a goal, a final consummation in 
view, or am I just enjoying the ride, taking in the scenery 
as I go?” Paul once said to some brethren, “Ye did run 
well; who did hinder you—” (Gal. 5:7). Is it true of us 
that we ran well for a season, but pushing that old “wagon 
of faith” through the mud of doubt, up the hills of “time 
enough yet,” and over the plains of “the Lord delayeth 
His coming,” has sapped our strength, till we are apt 
to forget the “far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” at the end of the way? Is it true? 

Paul admonishes us to “Fight the good fight of faith; 
lay hold on eternal life.” We will never lay hold on eternal 
life by a halfhearted effort. The great Apostle, with one 
dominant aim, “pressed toward the mark,” and we must 
do likewise. His purpose never diminished from shining 
before him like the noonday sun. He was never less than 
keenly conscious of why he was traveling—else there would 
not have been the pressing. We likewise, must press, and 
continue pressing until we enter Zion’s gate. There can 
be no let-up to the urgency. 

Any traveler, finding himself without adequate shelter 
and accommodations as night descends, pushes on the 
harder till a haven is reached. We are in that position 
now. We sing, “Work, for the night is coming, when man 
works no more.” The Apostle warns that “now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” And 
every signboard along the way proclaims that this day is 
fast drawing to a close. The twilight hours shorten. The 
haven must be reached before night overtakes us if we 
would survive to gain the gold upon the morrow. 


Let us take stock of our motives, and assure ourselves 
that we are traveling with but one object—to gain a full 
reward, and not as a parasite, going along “just for the 
ride.” 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 
He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment: and I will not blot out his name out of the book 
of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, 
and before his angels. 

“For I say unto you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari- 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” 
(John 14:15; 15:14; Rev. 2: 26; 3:1—5; Matt. 5: 20). 

And from Paul: “Be not deceived; neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God” (I Cor. 6:9, 10). These words 
are too plain to be mistaken, and how foolish for men 
and women to deceive themselves into thinking they can 
attend the wedding of the Great Creator’s Son unless 
robed in a wedding garment, purchased by keeping all 
the commandments of God! 

In II Cor. 6:14, 15, 17, 18, we find this unequivocal 
demand: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers, for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? ... or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel? .. . Wherefore come out from among them 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty.” Then in the following chapter the 
Apostle continues: “Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh.” 

This is counter, emphatically, to a prayer uttered by 
a teacher of men—but which lacks any Scriptural sup- 
port: “O Lord we thank Thee, that we are not left to 
cleanse ourselves. We bless Thee for Him who stooped 
to do the servant’s work for us in order that we may be 
delivered from all our iniquity, and made pure as Thou 
art.” If I were a thief, in what way would it cleanse me 
for Christ to do the servant’s work? Could anything in 
heaven or earth make me clean but to stop stealing? 
The command is, “Let him that stole steal no more” 
(Eph. 4: 28), and obedience to that command will make 
us clean, and clothe us with the wedding garment, the 
righteousness of saints. 

“Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself even as he is pure”! 





Live life today as though today were all; 
As though this very morning you were born, 
Your yesterdays are days beyond recall; 
Tomorrow does not come until the morn. 
Rest not upon the victories you have won; 
Because you’ve lost, surrender not to fear. 
Your yesterday was ended with the sun; 
Tomorrow has not come— 

Today is here! 
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“Remember Now ‘Thy Creator 


x reading an interesting short biography of a 
noted British statesman, who had risen from poverty 
and want as a boy, to a position of great eminence, I noted 
the following striking paragraph: 

“Lord B— has a graveyard cross erected in a field 
near his country home. This cross is lighted at night by 
flood lamps. It does not mark a grave. But it does remind 
Lord B— that ‘tempus fugit,’ that life is fleeting, and 
that he should make the most of every hour, because 
death is waiting for him out there in the tomorrows.” 

He might also have had a more practical symbol to re- 
mind him of the vanity of earthly greatness, and if he 
had applied himself to eternal things with half the zeal 
and energy as he had to the temporal, that death signal 
out there would not hold the sting that it does. 

Thus we see how vain it is to spend our life working 
for earth’s riches, honor and fame. Wealth may take 
wings and fly away from us, temporal power and posi- 
tion can vanish at a moment’s notice. Our life is hung by 
a brittle thread that can be snapped in an instant, and 
if we have spent our life sowing to the flesh we have no 
promise of anything future. 

It forces upon our mind the necessity for us to remem- 
ber now our Creator. It does not mean simply to remem- 
ber there is an All-wise Creator who formed the earth 
and the star-studded vault on high, but remember the 
grand teachings of His Word, what He has done, His 
promises, above all remember His commandments to do 
them. Remember to “give glory to the Lord your God, be- 
fore he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble on 
the dark mountains, and while ye look for light, he turn 
it into the shadow of death and make it gross darkness.” 
There is no better time to remember our Creator than 
in the days of our youth, for bad habits once formed are 
harder to break than would have been the work of pre- 
venting their formation. The earlier we start, the better 
chance we have of accomplishing the work. 

If we rejoice (in the flesh) in our youth and are blithe 

in the flower of our age, follow our heart’s desire and all 
that attracts us, for all this God will bring us to account. 
“For childhood and youth are vanity.” Let us remember 
the yoke our Creator has given is no more than we should 
wear anyway. A yoke of meekness, good-will, kindness, 
and all the Christian graces, ought to be easy for any of 
us to wear; and it is if we want to wear it. Why will we 
choose to wear the heavy yoke of stubbornness, of every 
evil imagination, impatience and anger, and in the end 
the iron yoke? 
Discipline at the time may seem to be a thing of pain 
and not of joy, but those who are trained by it reap the 
fruit of it afterwards in the peace of an upright life; 
for happiness comes only through obedience. Even the 
thought that something is a divine command should cause 
us to fly to obey it. It is a great work to take off our own 
heads and bring everything into subjection to His will. 

We have on record such wonderful examples of those 
who remembered their Creator in the days of their youth, 
and they are among the most illustrious personages of the 
Bible. There was an obedient Isaac, a brave and patient 
Joseph, a faithful Timothy, and our perfect example, 


Jesus. Here we would not forget to mention our honored 
founder, Brother Nichols, who from his youth sought to 
please God, and maintained that ardor to the very end 
of his life. 

If remembering our Creator we will let His words 
get down deep into our hearts so we will avoid every 
temptation. When we know we are weak on a point we 
will set up waymarks and make high heaps so we will 
“avoid it; pass not by it; turn from it, and pass away” 
(Prov. 4:15). We should never fondle evil; it is extremely 
dangerous. We cannot stand on the very edge of the prec- 
ipice without the danger of going over. We never find 
Jesus playing with danger, but to the contrary He kept 
as far from it as possible; and when temptation did stare 
Him in the face it was met with the words, “It is written.” 
Let us get our minds so fortified, remember the words of 
our Creator and have them at our command so we can 
answer thus. 

We read of the Children of Israel, how when God sent 
the manna they gathered each according to his need or 
desire. Though we do not have literal manna to gather 
we do have the spiritual (the words of truth) and are 
“ou satisfied with the amount you are daily gathering? 
Our life and example will show whether we desire the full 
loaf—the full reward. We must remember that our Crea- 
tor will give us only the amount we are willing to labor 
for. 

Moses remembered the promises of his Creator when 
he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
and chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Yet 
he was striving to belong to a royal family, God’s family. 
The pleasure and honor of belonging to that family will 
be so far above being a son or daughter of an earthly 
monarch, it cannot be compared. 

If remembering the promises of our Creator as we 
should, we would not pass along so carelessly and indiffer- 
ently. We make light of these promises many times by our 
conduct. We have not been sober enough, we do not realize 
as we should our high calling. We must not be like Esau 
and sell our birthright for a mess of fleshly pottage; if 
we do, we shall at the last find no place of repentance 
though we seek it carefully with tears. 

Why, oh, why will we be so foolish as to bring these 
things upon ourselves when we can escape them if we 
remember now our Creator! 


we SORE tee 

Every act, every word of the humblest man makes an 
impression somewhere, on someone, and so lives on and on. 

We are all being changed constantly by the people we 
meet, the sermons we hear, the books we read—through the 
stimulus that is constantly reaching us through our five senses. 

And because we change, we change others. Our smallest 
word, our smallest act registers somewhere and is passed on. 
Here then is a definite reason why we should strive to live to 
our highest at all times. Our lives count in the scheme of 
things and we want them to count on the side of decency, 
idealism, service, progress and character. 
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As Light is Better Than Darkness 


So Wisdom is Better than Folly. 


HE REALIZATION that wisdom excels folly to the 
extent that these words imply, comes through obser- 
vation and experience. The difference between light and 
darkness is marked. We experience it every day of our 
lives. Light illuminates; it is pleasing to the eyes and most 
desirable. In it we see our way clearly. Darkness is dismal 
and gloomy, wherein we see nothing and may stumble and 
fall. The comparison between wisdom and folly is equally 
striking. Wisdom is high and elevating, folly is low and 
degrading. 

What people sometimes count as wisdom may easily 
be proved the height of folly. When a belief lacks sub- 
stantial proof to support it, it is but folly still to cling to 
that belief. Many people do this in reference to secular 
wisdom, and this is all the more true in connection with 
the wisdom of God as revealed in the Bible. For this 
statement we have the support of one who had the mind 
of Christ and knew whereof he spoke. Paul, the great 
apostle to the Gentiles, in the first three chapters of his 
First Epistle to the Church at Corinth makes this point 
clear. He affirmed that he came not to them with per- 
suasive words of man’s wisdom, that their faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of the men of the world. He 
spoke the wisdom which the mighty, the noble, and 
princes of earth knew not. This, of course, suggests that 
the wisdom the wise of the world possess pertaining to 
God and His plan of salvation, is folly. He concludes, 
“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, 
that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God” (I Cor. 3:18, 19). Hence, all that 
is claimed to be wisdom is not wisdom. The only standard 
by which wisdom can be judged is the law of God which 
reveals its true worth. Anything to the contrary, is folly. 

This statement becomes more evident when some of the 
thoughts of God are contrasted with the prevailing 
thoughts of man. For example, God has clearly declared 
through the prophets, Jesus and the apostles that this 
earth is to be the future home of the righteous; that man 
in death knows nothing, but at the Resurrection shall be 
judged and rewarded according to his works. Contrary to 
this, worldly wisdom says man possesses an immortal 
soul, and when he dies goes to his reward in heaven, or 
his doom—eternal torment. Or again, we are commanded 
to work out our own salvation, be doers of the Word and 
not hearers only; but man’s thoughts consider this foolish- 
ness, claiming that Christ has done the work for us. Re- 
gardless of the claim, God’s wisdom stands the test. 

We would not for a moment assume that the wisdom in 
the fields of science, medicine and all other useful arts 
and occupations, is folly. To it we are indebted for the 
high level of civilization we enjoy. The medical care, 
rapid transportation, comfortable homes, are the result 
of progressive learning and application. This wisdom has 
its place and has brought us blessings in this life; but the 
wisdom of God which reaches beyond all these fleeting 
things and fits us for the eternal ages, exceeds all this, 
and rightly, as light excels darkness. 

Speaking of wisdom, the patriarch Job defines it as 


“the fear of the Lord,” or as Dr. Moffatt translates it, 
“For you to revere me is your wisdom” (28:28). Nat- 
urally, we would define God’s wisdom as a possession of 
the knowledge of His plan and purpose, and to be able 
intelligently to declare it to others, whether it be by 
speaking or by writing, but the thoughts of God shed a 
brighter light. Reverence, a deep respect, together with 
awe and affection for the great Eternal, is true wisdom. 
It is the wisdom that will last and give its possessors 
riches and honor in one hand and length of days in the 
other (Prov. 3:16; Eccl. 7:12). It is unchangeable and 
perfect, whereas man’s thoughts of today may be re- 
“ected tomorrow in the light of newer discoveries. 

Although folly covers all light and thoughtless acts, 
vet it reaches further. “He that trusteth in his own heart 
is a fool,” said the Wise Man (Prov. 28: 26). This is a 
condition in which one is almost hopeless, for it is well 
nigh impossible for the Word of God to have any effect 
upon him. Such individuals may be successful in business 
and appear honest to men, but if not honest before God, 
honest to acknowledge the truthfulness of His Word and 
live in obedience to it by keeping every commandment 
and putting away all sin and iniquity, it is but folly. Such 
a course may be delightsome for the moment, but con- 
sider its end! Even their brightest hours are often accom- 
panied with jealousy and hatred, and the giddy laughter 
frequently hides a world of woe within. How different 
with the adherents of true wisdom who are attended by 
every way of pleasantness and peace (Prov. 3:17)! 
There is no disappointment because of a misspent life, 
for the rewards of wisdom are so much more certain and 
greater, both in this life and especially in the life to come. 

The pursuit of one’s own desires for a lengthy period 
brings satiety. Often it is the novelty that pleases and not 
the quality, and after they are used but a while their 
glamour disappears. There are but few today who can 
follow their own ambitions and achieve the desired end. 
The national rulings and regulations forbid a person to 
go beyond a certain limit and then, too, one is always 
hindered by his own frailty. Of King Solomon, who ut- 
tered the words of our text, we read that he secured 
everything his heart desired, riches, houses, vineyards, 
servants, etc., but his conclusion of such action was as 
he stated in Eccl. 2:11, “Then I looked on all the works 
that my hands had wrought, and on the labor that I had 
labored to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation 
of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.” Though 
he rejoiced in his labor, yet in the end it was grievous to 
him, for his life was passing away, leaving his works 
behind with no hope of eternal life from God. 

But in true wisdom there is no satiety. Its pleasure and 
delight far surpass all others in nature. There is no end 
of the knowledge we would wish to attain of God’s mighty 
works, past, present and future. His knowledge is in- 
exhaustible, of which knowledge Paul the apostle ex- 
claimed, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out” (Rom. 11: 33). The 
same is true of our desire to apply the wisdom we possess. 





November 12, 1960 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE y 





There are higher levels to attain—far above the world 
and our own petty self, a higher plane of thought and 
action. With each attainment there is satisfaction, but 
also a desire for still higher and nobler achievements. 

While all who follow the ways of folly shall quickly 
pass away as the shadows that glide over the plains or 
the clouds that roll above, the ones who get wisdom and 
forsake it not but carry out its instruction, shall continue 
to live and learn, and go on and on, even as a mighty river 
whose waters grow deeper, broader and swifter the fur- 
ther it runs. 


Follow. Our Guide 


URING ONE of the American-Indian wars, a ser- 
geant and twelve armed men undertook a journey 
through the wilderness remote from any settlement. The 
second day of their journey, they discovered sixteen 
armed Indians advancing toward them. 

The Indians approached in an amicable manner and 
shook hands in friendship. They belonged to a tribe which 
zealously had raised the hatchet in the cause of liberty, 
and were determined to do all in their power to repel the 
common enemy, they said. After exchanging mutual good 
wishes, they separated, each party traveling in a different 
direction. After proceeding a mile or more, the sergeant 
halted his men, warning them: “My brave companions, 
we must use the utmost caution or this might be our last 
night of life. Unless we make some extraordinary 
exertion to defend ourselves, tomorrow may find us sleep- 
ing, never to wake. We have just passed our most invet- 
erate foe, who under the guise of pretended friendship, 
would lull us to security, and in the unguarded moments 
of our midnight slumber without resistance, seal our 
fate.” 

The men were astonished, but they all immediately 
resolved to destroy their enemies that their own lives be 
preserved. 

Their leader proposed that they make camp near a 
stream of water, which served to cover their rear. They 
felled a large tree, and started a brilliant fire before it. 
Each one cut a log of wood, rolled it nicely in his blanket, 
placed his hat upon one end, and laid it before the fire, 
that the enemy might be deceived, and mistake it for a 
man. 

This done, the men placed themselves behind the fallen 
tree. The fire was now burning low and the critical time 
drew near. Toward midnight, a tall Indian was seen 
quietly approaching. Finding no guard, he came closer, 
numbering the supposed sleepers. Twice he counted them 
and returned. Then another Indian repeated the same 
performance. Soon, the sixteen appeared. The sergeant 
cautioned his men to remain silent in their places of con- 
cealment, till the muskets of the savages were discharged, 
that their own fire might be effectual and the oppo- 
sition less formidable. 

The Indians fired upon the supposed sleepers, gave a 
war whoop, rushing forward to obtain the scalps of their 
victims. 

The sergeant’s party discharged their weapons on the 
perfidious savages, felling most of them. 

How like, is this, to our Christian journey through the 





wilderness of sin! Having no abiding place, we must keep 
marching forward until the promised land is safely 
reached. In that promised land, flowing with milk and 
honey, all is peace and happiness. Who would not enjoy 
a share in that haven of rest, beauty and overflowing joy? 

Like the armed men, we too have a Guide who watches 
out for our welfare and warns us of treacherous enemies 
and the many dangers that lie ahead. But it lies with each 
of us to watch also, for the wily enemies are on every 
side. There are those about trying to break down our 
morale and lead us in by-and-forbidden paths, and the foe 
within—that wicked and treacherous nature underlying 
every man—always ready to deceive to the death of us. 

Our safety lies in keeping close to our Guide, obedient 
and willing to heed each command as we journey along, 
for the dangers are great, and the enemy is ever trailing 
us. The conflict between right and wrong is fierce, so how 
necessary to depend wholly on our Guide and heed the 
warning that there is one who smiles as a friend but who 
is our most arch enemy, self. Though this enemy pretends 
to be meeting on friendly terms, thus attempting to lull 
us, into a feeling of false security, that is but preparatory 
to attack. Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty—and 
life. Our double-dealing foe, surpassingly more treacher- 
ous than the warring Indians, will attack at any 
unguarded point or hour. Beware! 

Our Guide, the Captain of our salvation, experienced, 
dependable, having traveled the way before us, knows 
better than we, the dangers that we shall encounter. Con- 
fidence in Him will encourage obedience. He will lead 
us right. We will let nothing swerve us from our desti- 
nation. 

The length of time we journey depends upon ourselves. 
The swifter we travel, the less time we will encamp amid 
the dangers. Let us tighten the tension more each passing 
hour. What will it matter; the weary hours of marching, 
the night watches, the disciplining? It will soon be over. 
The beautiful stream of life-giving water flows through 
the wilderness. Drink of it often and it will refresh us. 
Camp on its banks and it will afford protection. 

In the incident related, the soldiers escaped their wily 
enemies’ conniving by heeding the warning and advice 
of their capable guide. Even his slight and silent gesture 
in the critical moment was observed with intense regard. 
Shall we find here a lesson for ourselves? Crises may 
overtake us at the next step on our journey. Only utter 
reliance on Him who had experience in coping with the 
enemy, and minutest attention to every direction will 
enable us to survive our enemies and triumph in victory. 

If our determination to endure unto the end is supreme 
we will follow our Guide closely and heed each warning. 
The trials and difficulties along the way will cause us to 
keep awake and be more watchful. 

What unspeakable joy will be ours when we have 
reached the end of the journey! Others have gone before 
us. The promised land can be reached in a short time if 
we keep marching forward. 





“Great minds have purposes, others have wishes. Little 
minds are tamed and subdued by misfortunes, but great 
minds rise above them. 

The less people speak of their greatness, the more we 
think of it. Great men, according to that definition, are 
truly humble. 
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Meditations 
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“For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile” (1 
Pet. 3: 10). 


It might fairly be argued that love of life is nothing 
exceptional; that nearly everyone loves life, deeply and 
fervently. A relatively insignificant few find life unen- 
durable to the point of self-destruction, but the average 
human being clings to life with a tenacity which is noth- 
ing short of amazing. This urge is by no means confined 
to the human species, but runs through all animate na- 
ture as a basic principle of survival. 

A healthy degree of this instinct is valuable and even 
essential in the quest for the better life, for the individual 
who lives out his days in a half-dead, vegetable condition, 
with no more interest in survival than a day-old chick, 
will never be attracted to the ideal of an eternal exist- 
ence, at least to the extent of working for it. It is certain 
that the Almighty will never force eternal life upon any- 
one who does not want it. 

But this physical joy in existence as such, natural and 
necessary though it be, is not the love of life which as- 
sures us “good days” in the Kingdom of Jehovah. This life 
is good, but not good enough. And even if it were good 
enough, there is not enough of it. Granted that most of 
us experience occasional golden moments when we feel 
that this would be good enough if it would only last, it 
is lamentably true that the average thinking person more 
often feels dissatisfaction and frustration as he contem- 
plates an uneven past, an unsatisfactory present, and an 
uncertain future. Granted that a few individuals appear 
to live zestfully with no thought of God or a future, let 
us not envy them. They do not love life. They are infan- 
tile in their judgment. Their choice is to rejoice for a 
moment in the cheap tinsel of this present existence, then 
“like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on 
them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning.” 

The thing which can and will lift us above the morass 
of negative thought and out of the treadmill of meaning- 
less daily routine is a deep and all-pervading love of life, 
a love which is not naturally born in us but which re- 
quires teaching. The law of God, operating upon human 
reason, takes the old, inherent, unreasoning craving for 
existence and ennobles it by attaching it to a worthy ob- 
ject—immortal life as a reward for right doing. The 
present is then seen as an insignificant thing, unworthy 
of the name of life, much less of so noble an emotion as 
love, while at the same time it becomes infinitely more 
valuable, not as an end in itself but as an opportunity. 

When we understand the Scriptural principle that 
death is not the Great Adventure but the Great Nothing- 
ness, the extinction of all consciousness and personality, 
the end of all activity, we realize that life is everything. 
While we have it, we have hope. This life is not to be 
despised or trifled with or thrown away recklessly—that 
is, if we really love life, the life to come. It is our only day 
of probation; when it is gone, there is no more. For this 


reason the Christian is forbidden to tempt the Lord by 
taking needless physical risks. Life is too short, too pre- 
cious, not for what we can get out of it for today but for 
what we can put into it for the great Tomorrow. 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” 

And in the last hours of “now,” what we do must be 
done quickly, 

It is often said that self-preservation is the first law 
of nature. Fortunately for our temporal liberties, there 
have been patriots who did not live by this rule, which 
has so often been the refuge of cowards. They, or at least 
the more idealistic among them, loved life as it should be 
more than life as it was or threatened to be, and were 
willing to lay down their lives if upon their sacrifice 
might arise a better society for those who should follow 
after. 

So it has been with the fathers of our spiritual coun- 
try, the authors and defenders of our spiritual liberties. 
More than once in the past, the heroes of faith have been 
called upon to choose between this present life and the 
life to come. On the part of the faithful there has been 
no wavering; spirit was stronger than flesh. 

Paul, the greatest of the apostles, viewing dimly the 
persecutions and sufferings which awaited him in his last 
perilous journey to Jerusalem, said without hesitation, 
“But none of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy.” Here was a man who loved life more than mere 
existence. 

If we really love this better life, we will show it by 
taking fast hold of the divine wisdom which teaches us to 
control our tongue and the thoughts which move it, the 
wisdom which cries to the sons of men, “For whoso find- 
oth me findeth life, and shall obtain favor of the Lord. 
But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: 
all they that hate me love death.” 





A King Cleans House 


(Continued from page 5) 
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints.” 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready.” How the United States and the 
Western world would rejoice if today they knew Commu- 
nism was controlled completely, so the enormous expend- 
iture for armaments could end, and mankind feel safe 
from the threat of atomic destruction! Would not the 
world rejoice if they knew that every child was safe, 
every home safe? Would there not be rejoicing if every 
evil element was controlled? If international relations were 
peaceable and friendly? Does not this earth need a king 
to clean house? 

(To be continued in next issue) 


a 
Keep your face toward the sun and the shadows will fall 
behind you. 





Questions and Answers 


There is a passage in Deut. 14: 26 and it reads thus; And 
thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or 
for whatever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before 
the Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou and thine 
household. Many ministers use this passage for evidence that 
drinking is perfectly all right. 

I believe that was allowed with the ten commandments, 
and was not a part of the law of faith. The law of faith was 
much more severe than some of the laws of Moses. For 
instance Jesus made the difference when He said about the 
adultery, and the hating of a brother. Matt. 5: 21—27, It was to 
be done for the Lord and God, so surely they could not drink 
and get drunk, that would not be praising the Lord at all. 
It must have a little different meaning to it all. Otherwise it 
would contradict the rest of the Scriptures. 


Of eight different versions, all but one give the idea of 
King James’s Version, employing either the words 
“strong drink” or “liquor.” The Knox a new Catholic 
Translation, employs the word “mead.” “Mead” is defined 
as, “a fermented drink, made of water and honey, with 
malt, yeast, etc.; metheglin. Also one made from manna.” 
Such a concoction might easily be intoxicating, but not 
necessarily. 

Over indulgence in intoxicants might not have been a 
weakness with the Israelites of that time, hence a specific 
command might not have been necessary. However, in 
contradistinction to this viewpoint, there is the case of 
Noah becoming drunk on the fruit of the vine in the years 
immediately following the drying up of the flood. 

Even though they had the law of faith during the years 
when they had the Mosaic Law, the two existing concur- 
rently, the context in Deuteronomy 14 suggests that it 
was directive for the nation as a whole, rather than 
merely the spiritually alert among them. 





What is the wedding garment? 


Jesus taught many vital lessons through parables. We 
find a striking example in Matthew 22 and Luke 14. “A 
certain king. .. made a marriage for his son, and sent 
forth his servants to call them which were bidden to 
the wedding: and they would not come. .. Then saith he 
to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which 
were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into the 
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the mar- 
riage. So those servants went out into the highways, and 
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad 
and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 
And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw 
there a man which had not on a wedding garment: And 
he said unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not 
having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then 
said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, 
and take him away. . . For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 

The Almighty has purposed to take out of humanity 
a bride for His Son. For almost six thousand years He 
has been calling, first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles, 
to come to the marriage feast; but how few have heeded 
the call and, of that few, how very few have been willing 
to become properly clothed! He has sent the invitation 
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through the prophets, Jesus and the apostles, but the 
masses have turned a deaf ear to their loving invitation. 
How little humanity realizes what a privilege it is to 
have the honor of being invited to the marriage of the 
Lamb! To the accepted guests the warfare against sin 
and evil will be in the past—all the ills and aches and 
trials of this our mortal state, to be felt and feared no 
more. The faithful sons and daughters of the Almighty 
will have gained the victory over death and the grave, 
and in the strength of an immortal nature will rejoice 
evermore in the everlasting joy which will be their por- 
tion as the Bride of the King’s Son. 

When the faithful are happily admitted to the wedding 
feast the saddest of all experiences will be to find our- 
selves unclothed with that wedding garment of righteous- 
ness and thus thrust out to perish. 

What is the wedding garment that will secure the 
approval of the King’s Son? There have been many man- 
made answers to this question, but they are not in 
harmony with the Word. Many claim that Christ’s right- 
eousness will atone for all our misdeeds—cover up all 
our iniquities with a vision-proof over-garment, for- 
getting that Christ’s righteousness did not atone for the 
rejected guest. 

If we will only listen to the voice of Jesus in the 
message He sent to us after He ascended to the Father, 
we will learn what the “wedding garment” is, and how 
to obtain it. We turn to Rev. 19: 6—9, and carefully read 
the wonderful words: ‘And I heard as it were the voice 
of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia; 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice and give honor to him; for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the right- 
eousness of saints. And he saith unto me, write, Blessed 
are they which are called unto the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true 
sayings of God.” 

What are some of these true sayings of God? That the 
fine linen, the wedding garment, is the “righteousness 
of saints.” How can we obtain this fine linen, the right- 
eousness of saints? By doing as Zacharias and Elisabeth 
did. Of them we read, “They were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6). Each applicant for 
a place at the feast must possess the individual right- 
eousness, without which no man shall enter the Kingdom 
of God. 

Listen to the voice of Jesus: 

“Tf ye love me, keep my commandments. 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

“He that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the 
end, to him will I give power over the nations. 

“T know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die; for I have not found 
thy works perfect before God. 

“Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, 
and hold fast, and repent. Thou hast a few names, even 
in Sardis which have not defiled their garments: and 
they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 

(Continued on page 6) ss 





Evening ‘Praise 
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Again, O God, the night shuts down, again I kneel to 


praise! ... Thy wisdom, love, and truth and power have 


long made glad my days... And, now, with added 
gratitude, an evening hymn I raise ... I take the atti- 
tude of prayer, but not for gifts to plead . — Thy bounty, 
far beyond desert, has more than met my need... 
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So, well content, I worship Thee in thought and word 
and deed ... Thou bidst me ask, if I ‘d receive, and seek, 
if I would find ... But surely Thou wilt not condemn 
a heart to trust inclined... Give what is best; Thou 
knowest all. How blest the quiet mind! ... I praise Thee 
that in all the hours and moments, as they glide sas 
Thy providence enfoldeth close; Thy blessings rich abide 

. And Thou dost keep in perfect peace those who in 
Thee confide ... I praise Thee for what seemeth good, 
And for what seemeth ill... Appearances are vain 
deceits; above them stands Thy will... By faith, not 
sight, Thy children walk, in hottest fire hold still . . ; 
Accept the of fring that I lay m gladness at Thy feet 


_. My heart o’erflows with keenest joy, with ecstasy 
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complete ... Because, in all vicissitudes, Thy constancy 
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I greet... Thou wilt not cease to love me well, nor fail 
to hold me fast... Though pain may come, it can- 


not harm; my care on Thee is cast... For future good 
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He'll surely send who sent so sweet a past... Praise 
waits in Zion, Lord, for Thee, praise runs the world 
around... And so this little heart of mine shall ne'er 
mn gloom be found . .. Rejoicing that all days and 
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nights may with Thy praise resound... 
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